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more memorably than was possible except in the cases of
those (if any such can be named) who have abused the same
enormous powers in times of the same civility and in defiance
of the same general illumination. But for them, it is a fact
that some crimes which now stain the page of History would
have been accounted fabulous dreams of impure romancers,
taxing their extravagant imaginations to create combinations
of wickedness more hideous than civilized men would tolerate,
and more unnatural than the human heart could conceive.
Let us, by way of example, take a short chapter from the
diabolic life of Caligula.

In what way did he treat his nearest and tenderest female
connexions ? His mother had been tortured and murdered
by another tyrant almost as fiendish as himself. She was
happily removed from his cruelty. Disdaining, however, to
acknowledge any connexion with the blood of so obscure a
man as Agrippa, he publicly gave out that his mother was
indeed the daughter of Julia, but by an incestuous commerce
with her father Augustus. His three sisters he debauched.
One died, and her he canonized ; the other two he prostituted
to the basest of his own attendants. Of his wives, it would
be hard to say whether they were first soughte and won with

who succeeded his adopted father, Augustus, as emperor, left no
children ; hut Drusus, the younger of the two brothers, by his marriage
with the younger Antonia (daughter of Mark Antony), had the cele-
brated Germanicus, and Claudius, afterwards emperor. Germanicus,
though adopted by his uncle Tiberius, and destined to the empire,
died prematurely. But, like Banquo, though he wore no crown, he
left descendants who did. For, "by his marriage with Agrippina, a
daughter of Julia's by Agrippa (and therefore grand-daughter of
Augustus), he had a lar^ family; of whom, one son became the Emperor
Caligula, and .one of the daughters, Agrippina the younger, by her
marriage with a Roman nobleman, became the mother of the Emperor
Nero. Hence it appears that Tiberius was uncle to Claudius, Claudius
was uncle to Caligula, Caligula was uncle to Nero: a worshipful
succession of uncles. But it is observable that Nero and Caligula
stood in another degree of consanguinity to each other through their
grandmothers, who were both daughters of Mark Antony the triumvir;
for the elder Antonia married the grandfather of Nero ; the younger
Antonia (as we have stated above) married Drusus, the grandfather of
Caligula; and again, by these two ladies, they were connected not
only with each other, but also with the Julian house, for the two
Antonias were daughters of Mark Antony by Octavia, sister to
Augustus.